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Back 
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Rakes replaces Levy as commencement speaker 




UTM graduate Rich Shadden stands with his 
father, UTM Professor Richard Shadden, at fall 
commencement. (University Relations/Bud Grimes) 



Matt Cook 

Executive Editor 

UTM Chancellor Tom 
Rakes faced one of the most 
interesting challenges of 
his position Dec. 15 when 
Dr. Robert Levy, UT vice 
president for Academic 
Affairs and Student Success, 
was unable to attend Fall 
Commencement because of 
poor travel conditions. 

Levy was scheduled to 
deliver the commencement 
address, but discussed the 
possibility of not being able 
to fly from Knoxville due 
to weather concerns with 
Rakes on Dec. 14. 

Rakes said he faces the 
challenge of delivering 
speeches so frequently that 
he always has an idea of 



what to say. 

"I generally walk around 
with a few things in my 
head just in case I need it. 
I read all the time to stay 
prepared." 

Rakes based his 
commencement address 
on Dr. Lee J. Colan's 
book "7 Moments that 
Define Excellent Leaders," 
telling graduates to stay 
focused, listen more than 
talk and remember their 
responsibilities. 

"How we spend our time 
defines how we live our 
lives," Rakes said. "We 
tend to become what we 
focus on." 

The estimated 400 
graduates came from 48 
counties and 13 states. 
Other students from Japan, 



Jordan, South Korea, 
Turkey and Vietnam also 
graduated. 

Rakes directed his final 
comments to the new 
alumni after conferring the 
degrees. "Maintain your 
contact with your alma 
mater, give us your advice 
and support and, finally, 
be supportive of higher 
education as you move 
forward. Post-secondary 
education has become an 
essential element for a 
successful future. Invest 
in others by sending us 
other good students like 
you. With an average 
family income level below 
$32,000 in Tennessee, a 
college education is now 
essential." 



Super Tuesday important to students, campus 




Democratic presidential hopeful Sen. Barack Obama, D-lll., left, greets supporters 
at a town hall meeting held at Rosemary Clarke Middle School in Pahrump, Nev., 
Sunday, Jan. 13, 2008. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong) 



Jay Baker 

Managing/News Editor 

With the Feb. 5 Super 
Tuesday just around the 
corner, students are getting 
ready to support their pre- 
ferred candidates and par- 
ties. 

Most Republican candi- 
dates have been focusing 
on Michigan as its primary 
is held today. The main 
battle has been over eco- 
nomics and Michigan's 
loss of manufacturing jobs, 
particularly from the auto 
industry. 

Both Arizona Sen. 
John McCain and former 
Governor Mitt Romney 
have pledged to bring jobs 
back to Michigan. Former 
Arkansas Governor Mike 
Huckabee focused his 
speeches on economics 
but is counting on support 
from evangelicals from the 
state which isn't as impor- 
tant to his election plans 
as it is to either McCain or 
Romney. 

"I've got Michigan in 
my DNA. I've got it in 
my heart, and I've got 
cars in my bloodstream," 
Romney said. The former 
Massachusetts governor 
promised to convene a 
White House summit with- 
in 100 days of taking office 
to produce a solution to the 
auto industry's long-term 



slide. 

"We will create new jobs," 
insisted McCain, who also 
favors improvements in 
federal programs for laid- 
off workers. "We have the 
innovation, the talent, the 
knowledge and the abil- 
ity ... to regain Michigan's 
position as the best in the 
world." 

Not all Republicans are 
focusing on Michigan, 



though. Rudy Giuliani is 
banking on Florida's Jan. 
29 primary to propel him 
to Super Tuesday while 
Fred Thompson is in South 
Carolina, gathering support 
for its Jan. 19 Republican 
primary. 

Democrats have been 
focusing on Nevada and 
its Jan. 19 caucus since the 
Democratic Party stripped 
Michigan of its delegates 



over its attempt to move up 
its primary date. 

Hillary Clinton opted to 
campaign in New York, 
the state she represents in 
the U.S. senate, where she 
commented on the grow- 
ing controversy on the 
nationwide battle between 
her and Illinois Sen. Barack 
Obama. 

"Both Senator Obama 
and I know we are where 



we are today because of 
leaders like Dr. King," said 
Clinton at a labor-spon- 
sored birthday celebration 
in honor of the slain civil 
rights leader. Dr. Martin 
Luther King. "We have to 
bring our party together 
and our country together." 

After days of controversy 
over the race, Obama said it 
seemed some of his oppo- 
nents "don't seem to have 
anything positive to say 
about their own record. All 
they're trying to do is run 
me down." 

UTM student organiza- 
tions College Democrats 
and College Republicans 
are preparing for the com- 
ing primary and later elec- 
tion. 

Jacob Shorter, College 
Republicans president, said 
his group will not be focus- 
ing as much on the presi- 
dential election this year. 

"While it's more exciting 
to do national politics, we're 
going to focus on state poli- 
tics," said Shorter. "Since 
reconstruction, we haven't 
had a republican legis- 
lature on both sides and 
we've seen an increase in 
that. With changes in West 
Tennessee demographics, I 
think we can see both a 
republican house and sen- 
ate and that will be a first. 

"The presidential race is 

— See ‘Primaries’ on Page 5 



Applicants 
to UTM up 
25 percent 
reports say 

Staff Reports 

Application for the fall 
and summer semesters at 
UTM has risen by 25 per- 
cent compared to last year. 
ACT scores of applicants 
have also seen an increase. 

A recent report showed 
that by Jan. 3, 1,901 stu- 
dents had applied for 
admission to UT Martin, 
an increase from the 1,508 
applicants as of that date 
last year. There has also 
been a 49 percent increase 
in housing applications this 
year. 

The peak in interest over- 
joys Chancellor Tom Rakes. 

"This is especially mean- 
ingful, considering the 
increased academic stan- 
dards initiated this year," 
Rakes said. 

This is the fifth con- 
secutive year that applica- 
tion has increased and 
Director of Admissions, 
Judy Rayburn, attributed 
the reason for the rising 
application to her claim 
that "UT Martin offers fea- 
tures and services students 
want. We think students 
tend to make their deci- 
sions based on a school's 
atmosphere. Students are 
looking for more personal 
attention. They are looking 
at the size of the university 
and the opportunity to be 
involved in campus activi- 
ties. Students who choose 
UT Martin like the fact that 
their classes are going to 
be smaller and taught by 
faculty, not graduate stu- 
dents, and they like the fact 
that they will have access 
to those faculty members 
outside of class." 

"Although not all applica- 
tions translate into enroll- 
ments, we are pleased to 
have such a significant 
increase as a clear reflec- 
tion of student interest in 
the quality of our academic 
offerings and campus pro- 
gramming," Rakes said. 

The official enrollment 
numbers will not be avail- 
able until Feb. 25 



Winter break fraternity vandalism spree leads to two arrests 



Will York 

Senior Reporter 

A former fraternity presi- 
dent has been charged in a 
fraternity-house theft and 
vandalism spree affecting 
three different groups over 
winter break. 

James Chase Pickett and 
Thomas Cole Champion 
were charged with criminal 
trespassing in the break- 
in and vandalism of the 
Kappa Alpha Order frater- 
nity house, police said. 

Pickett, 21, of Clifton, 
Tenn., was the president of 
the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fra- 
ternity until his term ended 
this month. Champion, 19, 
from Bartlett, Tenn., was 
listed on SAE's Web site 
as a pledge during the fall 



semester. 

Calls to Pickett's cell 
phone seeking comment 
Monday were not immedi- 
ately returned. There was 
no listing for a Thomas 
Cole Champion. 

A Kappa Alpha member 
told police that someone 
broke into their house at 522 
Lee St. in mid-December, 
spray painted walls, ripped 
bulletin boards off the 
walls, kicked in doors and 
took flags, trophies, photo 
composites of the fraterni- 
ty's members and a framed 
edition of the fraternity's 
charter, all valued at nearly 
$700. 

Alpha Tau Omega's Greek 
letters were written in gold 
spray paint on the wall of 
a room designated for par- 



ties, but police and univer- 
sity officials don't believe 
the ATO fraternity was 
involved in the vandalism. 

"We really don't think it 
was that group," said Louis 
Ragsdale, director of the 
Office of Greek Life. "ATO 
was vandalized too." 

An unknown person stole 
six trophies — valued at 
$200 — from the Alpha Tau 
Omega fraternity house Jan 
3, police said. ATO President 
Ben Hager told police that 
someone tried to use a drill 
to break the house's locks 
in late December. 

A large Greek letter 
was stolen on Christmas 
Day from above the main 
entrance to the Pi Kappa 
Alpha fraternity house, 
which is situated next 



to the ATO house on 
Hannings Lane. 

Police said the letter "Pi" 
was valued at $2,000. 

Martin Police Chief David 
Moore would not com- 
ment Monday on whether 
the crimes were related or 
if any other arrests were 
anticipated. 

UTM Public Safety Capt. 
Ray Coleman said his office 
is cooperating with Martin 
Police in the investigation. 

Ragsdale said when the 
three vandalized fraterni- 
ty's presidents called him, 
he referred them to police. 

"It's weird that all three 
(vandalisms) happened 
at about the same time," 
Ragsdale said, suggesting 

See ‘Vandalism’ on Page 5 




The Pike fraternity house now stands without its 
large Greek letters after vandals stole one letter and 
painted their mailbox. (Pacer Photo/Jon Michael St. 
Amant) 



TuesdayWeather 



39 Q 25 

Tomorrow, mostly cloudy 
with a high of 46. 
Thursday, 30 percent chance of 
rain/snow mix, low of 34. 
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Our View 



Editorial: 

Heed national election, campus visits 



The Pummeling Pen By: Eric White 




Letter to the Editor 



S tudents should be 
involved in national, 
campus decisions. 
Anyone who has watched 
the news lately knows 
how annoying it is to be 
bombarded by the politi- 
cal goings on of the major 
Republican and Democrat 
presidential candidates. 

For those of us with lit- 
tle patience 
for the pre- 
presidential 
race, keeping 
up with the 
Huckabees, 
McCains, 

Obamas and 
Clintons can 
be frankly 
annoying, but 
in the end 
knowing what the candi- 
dates stand for at this stage 
is just as important as fol- 
lowing the race that will 
develop when the parties 
nominate their candidates. 

Voting in the Feb. 5 pri- 
mary is also important 
because it sets the tone for 
the election to come, and 
because voting among col- 
lege students can really 
influence the election. 

Students who claim to 
not have time to vote on 
Super Tuesday should note 
that early voting begins 
Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., including two 
Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 



noon. Students who can't 
make it in that time span 
should contemplate the 
meaning of free time. 

Students should also pay 
attention to the upcoming 
vice chancellor for student 
affairs search, as candi- 
dates for the position will 
be on campus from Jan. 23 
to Feb. 1. 

The VCSA 
oversees cam- 
pus offices 
including 
admissions, 
financial assis- 
tance, student 
conduct, stu- 
dent employ- 
ment, housing, 
dining services 
and student 

life. 

Each candidate's visit 
includes an open forum for 
students hosted by SGA 
President Erin Chambers. 
Any students interested in 
campus affairs should con- 
sider attending. 

Like a broken record, 
each time there is an elec- 
tion students are told to go 
vote, but this truly cannot 
be stressed enough. It's not 
about having the right to 
complain, it's about hav- 
ing the integrity to affect 
change. 

More information is 
available at www.utm.edu/ 
vcsa_search.php. 



I'm responding to John 
Summers' Pacer article of 
Dec. 4th, "Fall deficiency 
classes full with 12 percent 
of students." As a first-year 
writing instructor, and as 
one of the faculty design- 
ers of the English 100-110 
courses. I'm troubled by 
Summers' characterization 
of these courses as "defi- 
ciency classes." He never 
clarifies exactly what he 
means by "deficiency," 
and as a result, he lumps 
together students with a 
broad range of skills and 
needs. Yes, students must 
take these classes if they 
enter UTM deficient in high 
school coursework. So stu- 
dents applying to UTM 
having graduated from 
high schools where only 3 
years of English fulfilled 
their English requirement 
would be deficient 1 unit 
of the UTM 4-unit admis- 
sions requirement. They 
would meet that require- 
ment in the English 100/110 
program. But "deficient" 
in this case simply means 
lacking hours; it does not 
mean inferior or incapable. 

Additionally, "deficient" 



is not the same as "devel- 
opmental" or underpre- 
pared for college-level 
study. The Department 
of English eliminated its 
developmental courses in 
2003, but we still seek to 
meet the needs of students 
with a range of writing 
skills. While students who 
are less prepared for col- 
lege writing are placed into 
English 100, the English 100 
and 110 courses are both 
full-credit college courses 
and students undertake 
the same kinds of reading 
and writing assignments 
they would find in English 
111. English 100 students 
are also required to earn 
a C or higher to progress 
forward just the same as 
English 111 students, and 
all students must earn a 
C or higher in English 112 
to fulfill UTM's first-year 
composition requirement. 
Further, the course hours 
for English 100 and 110, 
contrary to what Summers 
reported, do in fact count 
toward total degree hours. 

The students in English 
100 and 110 do extensive 
writing and reading, inter- 



acting with a variety of lit- 
erary, rhetorical and visual 
texts. To imply that all stu- 
dents taking these courses 
are themselves "deficient" 
is to insinuate that they 
are inferior to the other 88 
percent of UTM students, 
that they don't really yet 
belong here, which is not 
wholly accurate. I have 
had the pleasure of meet- 
ing very bright, thoughtful 
and dedicated individuals, 
from a diversity of back- 
grounds, in every English 
100 and 110 class that I have 
taught. And the fact that 
they might seek additional 
help in the Writing Center 
(beyond that required in 
the English 100 and 110 
courses) or Student Success 
Center demonstrates only 
their commitment to doing 
all they can to achieve 
success; it is not a sign of 
incompetence or weakness. 

Everyone has his or her 
own "deficient" areas: 
those who are quick in 
mathematics might find 
writing and critical read- 
ing frustrating if not intim- 
idating; those who use lan- 
guage well might struggle 



with mathematics. As a 
former non-traditional 
student who returned to 
college in my 30s, I eas- 
ily passed the CLEP test 
to waive my university's 
writing requirement at the 
same time that I plodded 
through preparatory math 
courses, my school's equiv- 
alent of UTM's Math 070, 
080 and 090. I never con- 
sidered myself incapable or 
deficient in any way; rath- 
er, I fully exploited these 
courses as resources avail- 
able for my academic suc- 
cess and well-being. 

Had Summers actu- 
ally invested time in his 
research, speaking face-to- 
face with faculty who teach 
English 100 and 110, and 
who interact with the stu- 
dents on a regular basis, he 
would have been unable to 
present these courses to the 
UTM community simply as 
"deficiency courses" and 
simultaneously practiced 
fair and accurate reporting. 

Dr. Heidi Huse 

Assistant Professor 
Department of English 
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Acceptance, tolerance greatly appreciated by all people not just individuals 



Tolerance and equality 
are things that American's 
boast to have. We accept 
all genders, races and reli- 
gions, but do we really 
embrace all of those things? 
For many students, college 
is the first place in their 
lives where they encounter 
people who are elaborately 
different from them. 

With the amount of inter- 
national students and the 
variety of places students 
hail from, UTM offers a 
wonderfully diverse cam- 
pus, but I wonder how well 
people are taught to tol- 
erate these differences in 
personal interactions. It has 
been my observation, while 
it is not true for everyone, 
that some students at this 



■ Ashley 
Totty 

Features 

Writer 

campus are vastly unpre- 
pared for the differences 
in religion and ideas that 
go with the differences of 
people. 

Since I myself practice 
a religion that is not the 
norm for the area, I can 
express my personal confu- 
sion with the lack of toler- 
ance for different religions 
in the area. I and those 
that are of my faith, have 
been looked down upon for 
our different beliefs, and 



it is not a good feeling. I 
personally had hoped that 
as a young adult I would 
encounter more accepting 
people, but I have found 
that while there are a spe- 
cial few who do not per- 
secute me for my religion, 
a vast majority of people I 
interact with upon the dis- 
covery of my difference are 
immediately shut off to my 
presence. Even an estab- 
lishment became reluctant 
to my usage of their facili- 
ties upon discovering my 
differences in religious 
views. Although they in no 
way banned me from their 
property, they did express 
a discomfort with my reli- 
gious practices in their 
facility, which discouraged 



me deeply. Although this 
facility has tried to remain 
open-minded and is debat- 
ing their decision of my 
practicing in their space, 
the experience has made 
me wonder if there is not a 
lack of tolerance and equal- 
ity in the area. 

On a campus where I 
can walk on a sidewalk 
riddled with chalk mes- 
sages proclaiming religious 
devotion for Christianity, 
I must resign to the fact 
that my personal beliefs are 
frowned upon by those I 
share classes with. I sin- 
cerely hope that in the 
future people will learn to 
be more compassionate and 
tolerant of others. 



DALE'S BAR & GRILL 





arty starts at 7:30pm 
on January 19th with 
Karaoke starting at 
9pm 

Dale’s is located at 105 Church St. in Martin 
Karaoke available Friday and Saturday nights 

Contact us at 731-587-5444 
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Take action to enact change, avoid ad hominen criticism 



There are times when 
an arm chair analysis is 
worthy of appreciation 
and then there are those 
times when arm-chair rant- 
ings become trite and com- 
pletely pointless. In fact, 
the latter appears to hap- 
pen almost weekly on the 
online edition of The Pacer. 
Granted, I appreciate very 
much some of the won- 
derful comments, insights 
and perspectives available 
online by people who con- 
tribute great conversation 
starters to stories we post 
onto the Web site. 

Truth be told: The Pacer 
staff reads those comments 
and appreciates the free 
flowing nature of ideas and 
correspondence between 
the readers of this paper; 
however, I find it represen- 
tative of our culture and 
lazy youth that so many 
people complain about the 
abilities of this newspaper 
yet do not have the courage 
to put their money where 
their mouths or, in this 
case, fingers, tend to have 
been for quite sometime. 

Being an expert at comput- 
er chair critiques does not 
offer anything substantial 
to changing those trouble 
areas that so many quickly 
point out as inefficient or 
lack luster journalism skills 
had by all the staffers at 
this paper. Instead of tak- 
ing the easy road and com- 
plaining about everything 
we do, I offer this advice: 
get out of your chair, walk 
to Gooch Hall, either take 
the stairs or elevator to 



Sara M. 
McIntosh 

Viewpoints 

Editor 



the third floor, meet with 
someone in The Pacer office 
and offer some assistance 
in remedying all those 
problem areas. Anyone can 
critique the work of oth- 
ers and offer the obvious 
need for changes but very 
few can take a proactive 
approach to make those 
changes actually happen. 

Granted, it may be an 
easier endeavor to just keep 
complaining, whining and 
judging everything the 
staff does from the com- 
forts of your computer 
chair, but wouldn't it better 
serve everyone, including 
yourself, to get out of your 
own comfort zone and offer 
something substantial to 
your community by getting 
involved so that the needs 
of the public can properly 
be addressed? 

Take for example this sce- 
nario. We have all heard 
at least once in our lives 
that a person who does not 
vote should have no reason 
to complain about the situ- 
ations of our government 
because they are only con- 
tributing to the problem in 
the sense that they do noth- 
ing, which includes vot- 
ing, to change the current 
politics of our country. The 
same acceptable truth most 
everyone can agree with 



in that statement can be 
said of people complaining 
about the media, including 
The Pacer, in our current 
society. If you do nothing 
to create changes in the 
media, then why should 
you continue complaining 
about some entity in which 
you have no affiliation with 
what so ever? I think it 
would better suit everyone 
who feels the need to com- 
plain about the competency 
and abilities of journalists 
all together if more people 
were willing to undertake 
this career because of some 
random act of disapproval 
or awareness of inadequa- 
cies with the media as a 
whole. 

It only appears that a spi- 
der monkey can do this job, 
which I believe seems to 
be the consensus of many 
people on this campus and 
throughout this nation. 
Seeing that we are a service 
industry with our primary 
customer being the public 
at large, wouldn't it be a 
better industry as a whole 
if more concerned and 
opinionated citizens took a 
more proactive approach to 
the journalism field instead 
of feigning bravado from 
the comforts and privacy 
of their computer chairs? 
I think the more people 
complain, the more those 
people should get involved 
actively to remedy those 
problems so worthy of 
critique. Otherwise, what 
really is the point? 




Conservation was important to Steve Irwin... 




Make him happy and save a few trees 
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Thumbs up or thumbs down - it’s all in how you look at it 



Tomi Parrish 

Faculty Adviser 



We're only two weeks 
into 2008, and I already 
have nits and picks. 

Because I have resolved 
(among other things) to be 
more optimistic this semes- 
ter than I have been recent- 
ly, I'll begin with the nits 
and end with the picks. 

The economy reigns at 
the top of my nit list. Gas 
is up again, at more than 
$3 a gallon, and thus the 
cost of milk, eggs, cat food, 
etc., has gone up, too. I can't 
afford a hybrid vehicle, I 
need to keep my Trooper 
because I have to haul stuff, 
and my husband needs to 
keep his Durango because 
of our lawn business, so 
the energy cost hike is truly 
gouging our pocketbook. 

Online today, I noticed 
that business reporters 
are slinging the "R" word 
- recession - which scares 
me half to death. If our state 
Legislature carries through 
with budget cuts, includ- 
ing impoundment of rev- 
enue already allocated to 
higher education, then state 
workers won't have any- 
thing extra to help absorb 
the impact of a recession. 
Should I just say, "here we 
go again?" 

Also on the nit list is the 
current political circus. 
Regardless of your politi- 
cal stripe, please consider 
that "circus" might be an 
appropriate term for the 
presidential campaign. 



Just once, in my Pollyanna 
world, I would love to see 
a candidate, at any level of 
politics, who told the truth, 
didn't sling mud and didn't 
worry about offending vot- 
ers. Now you know why I 
am not in politics. I would 
certainly offend someone, 
and probably be disap- 
pointed if I didn't. 

Another nit involves the 
deterioration of several 
things I hold dear - cor- 
rect use of words, accuracy 
in reporting the news, the 
ability to remain open- 
minded, and the ability to 
truly embrace differences 
of opinion on important 
issues of the day, particu- 
larly in terms of holding 
civil discourse on such 
issues. 

My final nit is pure- 
ly personal and involves 
midlife. I don't think I need 
to expound on this one. 
Any of you who know or 
live with women in their 
late 40s or early 50s should 
understand. Otherwise, 
just be warned: Women 
in midlife are dangerous. 
Enough said. 

So let's move to the picks, 
the more positive portion 
of this column. 

The Pacer now has access 
to the Associated Press 
wire service. The staff can 
and will continue to cover 
local news, but also pro- 
vide breaking stories from 
elsewhere of interest to the 
student body. 

Mailing of the 2005 year- 
books will commence this 
week, and the 2006 year- 



book is nearly finished. I 
guess this could also be 
considered a nit because 
the 2007 and 2008 books, 
of course, aren't done yet. 
I also am still having trou- 
ble getting photos from 
non-greek student organi- 
zations. On the plus side, 
we're farther along than I 
expected, so I have high 
hopes for this semester. 

I work in a wonderful, 
caring department; I have 
what appears at first glance 
to be excellent classes this 
semester; my Pacer and 
Spirit staff members are the 
best, no matter how cliched 
that sounds; and I can actu- 
ally see most of the floor 
in my office. That last one 
may not seem like such a 
big deal, but I am truly 
a packrat. I actually did 
some cleaning last week, 
and I have more cleaning 
planned. It's nothing short 
of a miracle, so rejoice. 

Finally, and again person- 
ally, I have a husband, two 
sons, numerous pets and 
a wide circle of extended 
family and friends to keep 
my life chaotic and joyful. 
I have a roof over my head 
and several acres of land 
to tromp around and work 
on when I need to be out- 
doors - it's my therapy for 
all things stressful. I love 
my family, my church, my 
office and my land, so I am 
blessed regardless of how 
often I tend to curse when 
I'm pumping that blasted 
expensive gas. 

It's all in the perspective. 
Have a great semester. 



Tell the stories needing to he heard. 

Pacer Staff Writer Meetings: 
Tuesdays at 4:15 
Room 308 Gooch 



you demanded 

USED 




textbooks 

but the supply won't last 

save 25% now! 



your campus bookstore 

simple, easy, convenient. 

guaranteed best service in town 
best selection of new and used textbooks 
conveniently located in your university center 




Operating Hours: Jan. 14-18 
Mon.-Thurs. 7:30a.m.- 7p.m. 

Fri. 7:30a.m.- 4:30p.m. 




jgHECK OUT OUR 
P&K TO SCHOOL 
SPECIALS! 



Beginning regular store hours Monday January 21 st 



The Pacer | Setting the pace of news since 1928 





January 15, 2008 



Campus News 



Page 4 



Presidential campaign fuels 
debate over sexism, racism 



NEW YORK (AP) - Ex- 
pressions of sexism and 
racism emerging from 
the contest between Hill- 
ary Rodham Clinton and 
Barack Obama have been 
blatant, subtle and perhaps 
sometimes imagined, and 
they are renewing the na- 
tional debate over what is 
and isn't acceptable to say 
in public. 

Clinton's camp has per- 
ceived sexism in comments 
about her appearance and 
emotions. Supporters of 
Obama have complained 
about racial overtones in 
remarks about his Muslim- 
sounding middle name, 
Hussein, and his acknowl- 
edged drug use as a young 



man. 

Beyond the back-and- 
forth between a white wom- 
an and a black man seeking 
the Democratic presiden- 
tial nominaton, the situa- 
tion has created a snapshot 
of the nation's sensitivity 
— or lack thereof — to cer- 
tain kinds of comments. Is 
it more acceptable, for in- 
stance, to make a sexist re- 
mark than a racist remark? 

"It's always been easier," 
says Marie Wilson, presi- 
dent of the White House 
Project, which encourages 
women's advancement in 
politics. "With women, you 
can get away with it. 

"With race, you can hard- 
ly say anything." 




(AP Photo/Elise Amendola) 



Opposition leader accuses Musharraf of blindly 
following U.S., drowning Pakistan in blood 




(AP Photo/Pakistan Press Information Department, HO) 



ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(AP) — Opposition leader 
Nawaz Sharif accused Pak- 
istan's president Monday of 
blindly following America 
and ordering anti-terror 
operations that have left 
the country "drowned in 
blood." 

Sharif's tirade against 
President Pervez Mush- 
arraf came as troops and 
militants clashed near the 
Afghan border, leaving 30 
dead. Separately, a bomb 
concealed on a motorbike 
in the southern city of Ka- 
rachi killed at least nine 
people and wounded 52. 
Musharraf was in Karachi 
on Monday to inaugurate a 
road several miles from the 
bombing, but he did not ap- 
pear to be the target. 

"Musharraf has destroyed 
Pakistan. He is blindly fol- 
lowing America's orders," 
Sharif told an election rally 
of about 3,000 people on 
the outskirts of the capi- 
tal, Islamabad. "The whole 
of Pakistan is drowned in 
blood." 

The former prime minis- 
ter reiterated his demand 
for Musharraf to step down 



and for a government of na- 
tional unity to take power 
and oversee the Feb. 18 
parliamentary elections. 
Opposition parties say the 
current caretaker admin- 
istration is biased and the 



elections will be rigged in 
favor of the pro-Musharraf 
ruling party — allegations 
Musharraf denies. 

The latest violence under- 
scored the volatility of Pak- 
istan as the nation heads 



into the elections. The Unit- 
ed States and other Western 
nations are hoping the vote 
will usher in a period of sta- 
bility as the country battles 
rising attacks by al-Qaida 
and Taliban militants. 



Former UT chancellor’s aide named to interim post 



Duncan Masfield 

Associated Press Writer 

KNOXVILLE (AP) - The 
University of Tennessee 
moved quickly Monday to 
settle nerves on its flagship 
campus in Knoxville by 
naming the top aide to the 
departed chancellor as UT- 
Knoxville's interim leader. 

Jan Simek, chief of staff 
to former Chancellor Loren 
Crabtree since 2005, will 
serve as interim chancel- 
lor until Crabtree's perma- 
nent successor is found, UT 
President John Petersen an- 
nounced. 

Crabtree abruptly re- 
signed Thursday after a 
months-long turf battle 
with Petersen over the ad- 
ministration and develop- 
ment of the 27,000-student 
Knoxville campus. 

"I think the university is 



nervous," Simek said Mon- 
day. "But I think, in my 
reading of the faculty, there 
is a great deal of hope. We 
have a wonderful mission. 
We have a wonderful fac- 
ulty. We have wonderful 
students." 

Simek, a distinguished 
professor of anthropology 
who has been at UT since 
1984, acknowledged "there 
is some consternation" 
among faculty and staff 
over Crabtree's sudden de- 
parture after seven years 
heading the Knoxville cam- 
pus. 

"But we are (ready) to 
move forward as quickly as 
possible and make progress 
into the future. That is what 
our attention is," he said. 

In a joint statement last 
week, Crabtree and Pe- 
tersen said they had similar 
goals for the university but 



"differing philosophies in 
the area of governance." 

On Monday, Petersen 
praised Crabtree's interim 
replacement. Petersen not- 
ed Simek has administra- 
tive experience to go with 
strong academic creden- 
tials, having served as head 
of the anthropology depart- 
ment and interim dean of 
the college of architecture. 

"He is enormously bright 
and has been in every as- 
pect of this institution," 
Petersen said. "He is re- 
spected tremendously by 
his faculty and administra- 
tive colleagues. I think he is 
in a perfect position to help 
us move forward." 

Simek also has little in- 
terest in keeping the chan- 
cellor's job permanently. 
He said he is glad to serve 
as chancellor "as long as I 
can be helpful," but wants 



"at the first opporunity" to 
return to the classroom and 
his research — "to do what 
I really love." 

"I got into the academy 
originally to study the past 
and that's what I will do in 
the future," Simek said. 

Petersen anticipates 
no major changes in job 
description for the next 
chancellor. He said he has 
enough to do as president of 
the five-campus UT system 
without trying to manage a 
single campus — as former 
UT President Wade Gilley 
tried to do a few years ago. 

Simek holds a bachelor's 
degree from the University 
of California at Santa Cruz 
and a master's degree and 
doctorate from the State 
University of New York at 
Binghamton. 



Congress unlikely to block plans to sell 
$123M worth of weapons to Saudi Arabia 



WASHINGTON (AP) - The Dem- 
ocratized Congress is unlikely to 
block U.S. plans to sell $123 million 
worth of sophisticated precision- 
guided bomb technology to Saudi 
Arabia, despite concerns from some 
members that the systems could be 
used against Israel. 

The Bush administration on Mon- 
day notified Congress of its intent to 
sell the bomb-delivery systems as part 
of a multibillion-dollar arms package 
to bolster the defense of U.S. allies in 



the Gulf. 

Rep. Tom Lantos, chairman of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
does not intend to consider a resolu- 
tion of disapproval, said spokeswom- 
an Lynne Weil. Otherwise, Lantos de- 
clined to comment. 

The arms deal creates a dilemma for 
lawmakers, especially for Democrats 
eager to challenge President Bush's 
handling of foreign policy. At the 
same time, they see Saudi Arabia's co- 
operation as crucial to the war on ter- 



ror and in deterring aggression from 
Iran. 

"We need to be convinced that the 
sale makes sense militarily and en- 
sure that it in no way harms our se- 
curity or those of our allies," said Sen. 
Joseph Biden, D-Del., chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 
"We must also make certain that the 
administration does not just try to use 
a few arms sales to substitute for the 
comprehensive, coherent strategy we 
need for the region." 



Nation’s first Indian-American governor takes office 



BATON ROUGE, La. 
(AP) — Pledging to make a 
"clean break with the past" 
and root out corruption. 
Republican Bobby Jindal 
tried to separate himself 
from politics as usual as he 
was sworn in as Louisiana's 



governor Monday. 

Jindal, the nation's first 
elected Indian-American 
chief executive and the 
state's first non-white gov- 
ernor since Reconstruction, 
thanked past governors for 
their service — but said it 



was time to rid the state of 
its reputation for corrupt 
government. 

"We have the opportu- 
nity — born of tragedy but 
embraced still the same 
— to make right decades 
of failure in government," 



Jindal said. 

The 36-year-old son of 
Indian immigrants, Jindal 
is the nation's youngest sit- 
ting governor, and many of 
his top administrators are 
new to the halls of the Loui- 
siana Capitol 



VCSA search continues 



Candidates prepare 
for the interview, 
selection process 



Jennifer Swegles 

Pacer Writer 

The final five candidates 
for UTM's Vice Chancellor 
of Student Affairs begins 
on January 23 until Febru- 
ary 1. 

The interviewing process 
includes meetings with 
staff, faculty, students, and 
an open forum. The search 
is chaired by A1 Hooten, 
UTM's vice chancellor for 
finance and administra- 
tion. After the process is 
completed, three final can- 
didates will be brought be- 
fore UT Martin Chancellor, 
Tom Rakes for consider- 
ation. 

Most candidates submit- 
ted an application packet, 
resume, and personal state- 
ment of their Student Af- 
fairs Philosophy to be con- 
sidered in conjunction with 
the interviewing process. 

Samuel T. Miller, a candi- 
date from Georgia south- 
western State University, 
says of his Student Affairs 
philosophy, "Ultimately, I 
think there will be a trend 
for Student Affairs to be- 
come involved in divisional 
fund-raising efforts, along 
with other institutional 
constituents." 

From East Central Uni- 
versity in Oklahoma, Diane 
R. Berty states in her ap- 
plication," The educational 
philosophy, of which I am 
an advocate, includes a stu- 



dent development orienta- 
tion and a student learning 
orientation. " 

Vincent G. June the vice 
president of student affairs 
at Florida A&M Univer- 
sity states, "Student Af- 
fairs should be committed 
to providing personal, ef- 
fective, and consistent ser- 
vices to ALL constituencies 
served by this division." 

Eastern Connecticut State 
University's vice president 
for student affairs, Paul 
A. Bryant says in his ap- 
plication packet that, "The 
creation of an active and 
vibrant learning environ- 
ment is the responsibility of 
the entire campus commu- 
nity. Success in Student Af- 
fairs does not occur within 
a vacuum. 

"I have long awaited the 
opportunity to both return 
to my Southern roots and 
to continue the work that I 
love to do," says Margaret 
Y. Toston of Central Con- 
necticut State University. 

"The committee members 
were conscientious and 
thorough in their review of 
each candidate and in their 
various reference checks of 
the candidates," said Hoo- 
ten. The committee who 
reviewed these candidates 
was comprised of many of 
UTM's faculty members. 

Interim Vice Chancellor 
for Student Affairs will be 
Steve Vantrease until a new 
vice chancellor is named. 



Parent files suit over mold, 
requests school closing 



Staff Reports 

A judge is expected to 
hear arguments on a re- 
quest to halt classes at West- 
view High School because 
of mold in the building. 

A parent of two students 
at the school in Martin has 
filed suit, claiming they 
have tested positive for 
mold exposure and have 
suffered symptoms experi- 
enced by another student, 
whose parents sued the 
school board earlier. 

At least one lawsuit has 
been filed against the 
Weakley County School 
System, claiming students 
have become ill from years 
of mold accumulation stem- 
ming from an air condition- 
ing leak at the school. 

Parents and students at 
Westview High School in 
Martin held signs declar- 
ing, "Westview makes us 



sick" and marched in pro- 
test against an unrelated 
mold problem Monday 
morning. 

Martin resident, Carol 
Hinman, filed a suit against 
the Weakley County School 
Board in December after 
her two children tested 
positive for mold expo- 
sure. The suit requests the 
school be shut down until it 
meets E.P.A standards and 
its students sent elsewhere 
in the meantime. She is also 
requesting the resignation 
of the district's superinten- 
dent Richard Barber. 

The hearing will be held 
at 1 p.m. Monday at the 
Weakley County Court- 
house in Dresden. The 
law firm that represents 
the board has stated that 
they have attempted to ad- 
dress the problem and have 
cleaned the building. 



Tanner seeks re-election 



NASHVILLE (AP) - U.S. 
Rep. John Tanner, a Demo- 
crat from Union City, says 
he plans to run for re-elec- 
tion for an 11th term. 

Tanner, who serves on 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee, was first elect- 
ed in 1988 and is a found- 
ing member of the Blue Dog 
Coalition, a group of 47 
moderate to conservative 
House Democrats. 



Tanner has been re-elect- 
ed by wide margins in the 
8th District, which includes 
all or part of 19 counties in 
West and Middle Tennes- 
see. 

Tanner said he wants to 
continue his work in the 
House to balance the fed- 
eral budget and provide 
support to the military to 
stabilize Iraq. 



TSU paper faces 
budget restraints 



NASHVILLE (AP) - The 
student newspaper at Ten- 
nessee State University was 
told a lack of funds will 
reduce their weekly print 
schedule to just one issue 
this semester. 

Cara Anthony, editor- 
in-chief of The Meter, said 
school officials told them 
lower-than-expected en- 
rollment caused funds to 
run out. 

Enrollment this fall at 
TSU was slightly higher 
than last fall's total. The 



Meter, which has been 
publishing since 1950, was 
printing on Mondays and 
online edition came out on 
Thursdays. 

Some students at the 
newspaper said they 
thought the shortfall could 
be due to articles critical of 
the school's administration 
and president Melvin N. 
Johnson. 

School spokeswoman 
Cheryl Bates-Lee said she 
would look into the matter. 
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Children involved in meth busts 



Vandalism: Continued from Cover 



CHATTANOOGA (AP) 
— Five days after police 
handcuffed a mom and 
removed six children in a 
methamphetamine lab bust 
at an upscale home, officers 
said another tip led them 
to an apartment where a 
couple had noxious drug- 
making chemicals in their 
youngsters' bathroom. 

Authorities say greater 
public awareness of health 
hazards related to mak- 
ing the addictive stimulant 
appears to be increasing 
calls to police when chil- 
dren are involved. 

"It tugs at them," said 
Tommy Farmer, director 
of Tennessee's Meth Task 
Force. "They say 'I can't go 
to sleep at night knowing 
those kids are over there 
exposed to that lab.'" 

Farmer said the back-to- 
back cases inside city limits 
do not mean the traditional- 
ly rural manufacture of the 
drug is suddenly becoming 
urban. 

Chattanooga police inves- 
tigator Terry Topping said 
tips about meth labs where 
children are present "are 
increasing." 

"That's the biggest dif- 
ference," Topping said. "It 
used to be somebody got 
ripped off in their dope 
deal. Now they are calling 
to say there are kids in that 
house and they are cooking 
meth." 

He said abusers of the 
drug "are in all ranges, 
from poverty-stricken to 
rich." 

Health risks from meth 
are greater to younger chil- 
dren with weak immune 
systems. The Justice 
Department says children 
exposed to the vapors and 
residue can suffer respira- 
tory failure and brain dam- 
age. Children are also at 
risk from chemical explo- 
sions or flash fires from 
household concoctions that 
can include battery acid, 
drain cleaner, red phospho- 



rous and antifreeze. 

Drug Enforcement 
Administration spokes- 
man Steve Robertson said 
the agency does not keep 
national statistics on the 
number of meth labs bust- 
ed with children present. 
He said officers have told 
him they are seeing "an 
increase in really small 
labs," inside homes. 

Topping said he and other 
Chattanooga officers acted 
on an anonymous tip Jan. 
4 when they arrested Janet 
Keaton, 32, also known as 
Janet Phillips, at her mul- 
tistory home. Topping said 
the arrest also led to pend- 
ing charges against her hus- 
band, Donnie Keaton, who 
as of Thursday was still 
being sought. The six chil- 
dren, including some step- 
children and all younger 
than 15, were placed with 
other relatives. 

Janet Keaton posted a 
$5,000 pond, pending a Jan. 
30 court hearing. 

Neighbors in their quiet 
neighborhood declined 
comment about the drug 
making and the attention 
it has attracted locally, with 
one waving away a report- 
er and saying, "I wish it 
would go away." Another 
neighbor said the embar- 
rassment has some peo- 
ple closing their window 
shades to avoid increased 
traffic since the first media 
reports. 

Topping said another 
anonymous tip led to the 
Wednesday night arrests of 
Jennifer Dagnan and Jerry 
Owens at an apartment 
where investigators found 
mixed chemicals in the 
children's bathroom. Their 
10-month old and 8-year- 
old children were placed 
with a relative, he said. A 
Tuesday court hearing is 
set for the couple. 

Lentz Reynolds, manager 
of the Rustic Village com- 
plex, said an environmen- 
tal company checked the 



apartment Thursday and 
told him it would be sever- 
al weeks before they know 
the extent of any contami- 
nation. He said it did not 
appear to extend beyond 
the upstairs apartment. 

Reynolds said his fam- 
ily, in more than 30 years 
as owners of the complex, 
have not had any previ- 
ous tenant getting arrested 
for making the addictive 
stimulant. 

"It's the first one I've 
dealt with," Reynolds said. 
"Unfortunately, it's a grow- 
ing problem." 

He said the arrested 
couple were subleasing the 
apartment, unknown to 
the complex owners. The 
couple's neighbors said 
they had not seen anything 
unusual or noticed any 
unusual smell that could 
have been caused by cook- 
ing chemicals. 

Farmer said that while the 
number of meth lab cases 
has dropped since 2005 
when Tennessee started 
restricting and monitoring 
sales of medications used 
to make the drug, demand 
has not waned. 

Police spokesmen in 
Knoxville, Nashville 
and Memphis said those 
departments have not seen 
any upturn in meth mak- 
ing cases or anonymous 
reports about labs where 
there were children. 

Sgt. Robert Skelton, meth 
coordinator for Memphis 
police, said there were eight 
labs busted in the city in 
2007. One case involved an 
elderly couple whose son 
was cooking the drug. 

"We have been fortu- 
nate in we haven't had any 
children exposed" Skelton 
said. 

Farmer said the down- 
turn in meth lab busts in 
Tennessee since 2005 is not 
reason to reduce attention 
to the drug and the impact 
that addicts have on chil- 
dren. 



HOOKS PET CLINIC 



We recommend senior pet 
exams. That includes 
EKG/Blood pressure and 
blood work 

^Senior includes pets 7 years or older 

Douglas G. Hooks, D.V.M 

Call for an appointment 

587-3817 

296 Highway 431 - Just past the new Wal Mart 




the crimes might be relat- 
ed. "(UTM) Public Safety 
and Martin Police are real- 
ly involved. When you get 
into this kind of damage 
and breaking and enter- 
ing, the police need to get 
involved." 



Pi Kappa Alpha's mail- 
box was spray painted last 
November, but no arrests 
have been made for that in- 
cident, police said. 

The UTM Division of 
Student Affairs, which 
handles student discipline. 



Primaries: Continued from Cover 



going to be a very inter- 
esting one. How we mar- 
ket ourselves is going to 
depend on who gets the 
nomination. Whether it's 
McCain and national secu- 
rity, Huckabee and social 
conservatism or Romney 
and his business acumen," 
said Shorter. 

Leighann McKenzie, 
president of the College 
Democrats is excited about 
the primaries and said her 
group will be focusing 
more on the presidential 



election. 

"We recognize the party 
and do not endorse the 
candidate. We're going 
to go out there and make 
sure that the Democrats 
are seen. We're going to 
raise awareness to make 
sure that people participate 
in the primaries and vote 
for the candidate that they 
think is best," McKenzie 
said. 

Both McKenzie and Short- 
er feel that the election will 
have a very large voter turn 



would be in charge of any 
sanctions against those in- 
volved in the crimes, Rags- 
dale said, even though the 
crimes involve fraternity- 
owned properties. 



out and encourage students 
to participate in the Feb. 5 
Tennessee primary and the 
election in November 

"With the war going on, 
healthcare, gas prices ... a 
lot of people are going to go 
to the poles. I have a feel- 
ing we're going to see a lot 
bigger turn out this year," 
McKenzie said. 

"This race will have im- 
plications that go beyond 
four years," Shorter said. 
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Police Report 

The information contained in this report is taken directly from public 
records distributed by the UTM Department of Public Safety. DPS can be 
contacted by calling (731) 881-7777. 




12/10/0 7 at 1:08 pm 

Elam Center - Report taken for theft 

of property. Investigation continues. 

12/10/07 at 11:18 pm 
Ellington Hall - Complaint received 
in reference to a verbal disagreement. 
Also room search conducted. 

12/11/07 at 11:37 am 

Crisp Hall - Report taken for lost 

property. 

12/11/07 at 2:51 pm 

Browning Hall - Report taken for 

stolen property. 

12/11/07 at 10:56 pm 

University Village - Report taken for 

stolen property. 

12/13/2007 at 3:31 am 

Clement Hall - Report taken for theft 

of property. 

12/13/2007 at 1:21 pm 
University Center - Misdemeanor 
citation issued to Tirdell Byrd for theft 
of services (General Sessions Court). 

12/16/2007 at 11:33 pm 
Phi Sigma Kappa House - Misde- 
meanor citations issued to Joseph 
Locastro and Jason Maness for viola- 
tion of the drinking age law. (General 
Sessions) 

12/17/2007 at 9:54 am 
University Courts - Report taken for 
damage in the laundry room. Investi- 
gation continues. 

12/21/2007 at 2:13 am 

Off Campus - Officers assisted the 

Martin Police Department with a fight 



in progress. 

12/17/2007 at 2:30 am 

Cooper Hall - Report taken for theft of 

property. Investigation continues. 

12/24/2007 at 1:55 pm 
Off Campus - Officers assisted the 
Martin Police Department with a fight 
in progress. 

01/07/2008 at 2:05 am 
Grove Apartments - Medical assist. 
One male patient was transported to 
Volunteer Community Hospital. 

01/07/2008 at 8:05 am 

Lot 8 - Report taken for an accident 
involving a single vehicle. 

01/07/2008 at 8:44 am 
University Center - Medical assist. 
One male subject was transported. 

01/09/2008 at 1:54 pm 
Crisp Hall - Report taken for a civil 
matter involving the sale of a vehicle. 
Vehicle was returned to the owner. 

01/09/2008 at 9:33 pm 
Grove Apartments - Report taken for 
theft of property. Investigation contin- 
ues. 

01/11/2008 at 1:28 am 
University St. - Traffic citation issued 
to Bradley Williams for violation of 
the registration law. (Martin Munici- 
pal Court) 

01/11/2008 at 11:48 am 
University St. - Traffic citation issued 
to Kenneth Bell for improper turn and 
violation of the seat belt law. (Martin 
Municipal Court) 




Campus Bulletin Board 

The Pacer provides this space free of charge 

to campus clubs and organizations that wish to promote events or offerings. Items to appear in The Pacer's “Campus Bulletin Board” section 
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314 Gooch Hall. Preference is given by event date closest to printing and by order received. Please note that submission does not necessarily 



Pacer Meetings 

Want to write for the student 
newspaper? Pacer meetings are 
every Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. in 
Gooch 309. Come sign up for a 
story so that you can see your 
byline in next week's issue of the 
student newspaper. 

Cans Across America 

Sodexho Dining Services and 
Interfaith Campus Ministries 
have teamed up this year to 
host the 2nd ever "Cans Across 
America" canned food drive on 
Wednesday, November 7. We are 
asking all students, faculty, and 



staff to bring in a canned food 
donation to help those in need 
in our community. Drop offs can 
be made in the Skyhawk Dining 
Hall. All canned foods collected 
will go to the local charity, "We 
Care Ministries." 

Workshop Partners Education 
and Youth Service Providers 

The federal and state depart- 
ments of education are co-host- 
ing a December workshop for 
organizations seeking to pro- 
vide educational assistance to 
economically disadvantaged 
students in Tennessee. The 
workshop will be held Tuesday, 



December 4 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. in Nashville. To register, 
visit http://www.ed.gov/about/ 
inits/list/fbci/suppserv-work- 
shops.html. For more infor- 
mation, contact Rachel Woods 
at (615) 253-1960 or Rachel. 
Woods@state.tn.us. 

Santa's Village 

The event is slated for 6-9 p.m., 
Dec. 6-7; 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Dec. 8; 
and 1-5 p.m., Dec. 9. Opening 
ceremony is set for 5:45 p.m., 
Dec. 6. Co-sponsors for the 
event are Martin Parks and Rec- 
reation, the C. E. Weldon Public 
Library and UT Martin. Admis- 



sion is a suggested donation of 
$5 worth of nonperishable foods 
and/or toys. It will take place at 
the Ned McWherter Agricultur- 
al Complex at the University of 
Tennessee at Martin. 

Disgruntled Artists Exhibit 

Visual Arts Society will be host- 
ing an exhibit. Opening recep- 
tion will be on November 27, 
2007. The exhibit will start on 
Tueday, Nov. 27 in the Fine Arts 
Building 

Text Messaging Alert System 

The Department of Public Safe- 



ty is planning to test the campus 
Text Messaging Alert System 
on Friday, Decemeber 14 at 12 
noon. The title of the message 
will be TEST and the message 
will read TEST-TEST-TEST. The 
recipient will not have to take 
any action upon recieveing the 
message except insure they got 
it if they are signed up. Pub- 
lic Safety is requesting anyone 
giving finals at this time to ask 
their students to shut off thier 
cell phones prior ot the final to 
prevent any disturbance. For 
anyone who would like to opt in 
to the system before the test, go 
through your Banner account to 
do so. 
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Josh Gatlin, Linzie Tedford, Bubba Byrd and 
Jessica Isbell at the Grand Canyon. 



It was a dark, cold morning when UTM's 
University Singers, New Pacers and Dr. 
Mark Simmons met to load up the bus for 
choir tour. They flew out of Memphis for 
Las Vegas Jan. 3, and from there they 
hopped on a bus for a six hour drive to 
Anaheim, Calif. After a day of traveling, 
everyone was glad to have their first 
night in California off. Unfortunately, 
that evening was all they got to see of 
"sunny California" — the next day it be- 
gan to pour rain which would last most 
of the trip. 

The choirs had their first performance in 
Santa Monica, after which they had their 
first home stays. Simmons often re- 
minded both the singers and the audi- 
ence that home stays offer more than just 
a free room for the night; they also allow 
choir members the opportunity to build 
relationships and connect with the peo- 
ple they sing for. 




Santa Monica Pier 



Over the next two days the choirs went 
on to perform in Pasadena and Santa 
Barbara. They then made their way back 
to Anaheim, where they sang in the im- 
pressive sanctuary of the Crystal Cathe- 
dral. 

The choirs' next stop was their director's 
alma mater Arizona State in Tempe, Ariz. 
There, the smaller ensemble, the New 
Pacers, had a recording session in the 
university's organ hall. Simmons plans on 
submitting selections from the session to 
the American Choral Directors Associa- 
tion as an audition to perform at their 
regional conference. 




New York New York in Las Vegas. 





Asha Moody smiles before the first concert. 



The next day the group drove to Sedona, 
where they had an impromtu perform- 
ance at the Chapel of the Holy Cross. 
Their last concert took place in Flagstaff, 
which had just gotten two feet of snow. 
The singers had the next two days free, 
and their first destination was the Grand 
Canyon. Some of the choir members 
opted to stay inside where it was warm, 
but more ventured out to hike in the 
snow. 

The choirs spent their last night in Las 
Vegas, where they were free to spend 
their time however they deemed appro- 
priate. Simmons was impressed that, 
perhaps for the first time, every singer 
was on the bus early the next morning. 
They flew back to Memphis from Las Ve- 
gas and returned to Martin Friday night. 

Despite the rain and a few rough places, 
the University Singers and New Pacers 
performed at their best the entire tour 
and lived up to the high level of quality 
they strive for. The Music Department 
and the university as a whole can be 
proud of the way we were represented 
through these dedicated ensembles. 



Matt Cook, Eric Lipford, David Horton, Ben 
Worley, and Matt Singleton in Santa Barbara. 




Chapel of the Holy Cross in Sedona 




University Singers and New Pacers at the Crystal Cathedral. University Singers and New Pacers at the Grand Canyon. 
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Hot new movies for a long, cold winter’s night 



Where to go 

Cine 6 Theatres 

Highway 22 University Plaza 
Martin, Tenn. 

(731) 587-9740 

Hollywood Showcase 

1800 West Reelfoot Avenue 
Union City, Tenn. 

(731) 885-5500 



David Hampton 
A&E Editor 

Before the spring semes- 
ter reaches its normal cruis- 
ing speed, and before the 
weather allows you to com- 
fortably leave your strong- 
hold without bundling up 
and dreading the cold air, 
there are plenty of antici- 
pated movies in the nearby 
theatres to keep you and 
your entourage warm and 
entertained during the cold 
nights. 

Playing now at Cine 6 
Theatres, located in Univer- 
sity Plaza here in Martin, 
is a variety of films that 
should help to tolerate a 
cold night around campus. 

One such move is "The 
Bucket List," starring Jack 
Nicholson and Morgan 
Freeman, in which the age- 
ing pair decide to delineate, 
and live through, a list of 



things to experience before 
they kick the bucket. 

Also playing at the the- 
atre is "I am Legend," the 
latest film starring Will 
Smith. Labeled as sci-fi / ac- 
tion, this movie deals with 
Smith's character fighting 
to find a cure for a plague 
that has left him the only 
surviving human in New 
York City. 

On the lighter side, the 
comedy "First Sunday" is 
also playing. Starring Ice 
Cube, Tracy Morgan and 
Katt Williams, this movie 
tells the story of two small- 
time criminals who attempt 
to rob a church but instead 
find themselves having 
a religious experience of 
sorts. 

Playing at nearby Holly- 
wood Showcase, located at 
1800 West Reelfoot Avenue 
in Union City, are a couple 
more films that are no lon- 



ger on the roster here in 
Martin. 

"Charlie Wilson's War," 
which stars Tom Hanks 
as a flamboyant but little- 
known congressman, de- 
picts the politician's memo- 
rable work during the Cold 



War era. 

Also paying in Union City 
is "In the Name of the King: 
A Dungeon Siege Tale," 
which is a fantasy adven- 
ture film that chronicles the 
efforts of a father to avenge 
the murder of his family. 



which was perpetrated by a 
violent animal race. 

In addition to the mov- 
ies that currently grace the 
big screen, there are a few 
more gems that will also hit 
theatres this month. 

Slated for release this Fri- 
day is "Cloverfield," which 
is billed as a sci-fi / action 
film that follows a small 
group of friends through a 
mysterious attack on New 
York City. You might re- 
member the attention-get- 
ting trailer for this movie 
which shows what appears 
to be the head of the Statue 
of Liberty crashing through 
the streets of NYC. 

Also set for this release 
date is the comedy "Mad 
Money," which doesn't 
boisterously share stock 
market advice, but rather 
tells the story of a group of 
women who take to a life of 
bank robbery. The movie 



stars Diane Keaton, Queen 
Latifah, Katie Holmes and 
Ted Danson. 

Standout releases sched- 
uled for later this month, 
Jan. 25, include "Meet the 
Spartans." This is a parody 
based mostly on last year's 
summer sensation "300," is 
also the follow-up to "Epic 
Movie," and will probably 
lampoon nearly everything 
that has recently hap- 
pened in the entertainment 
sphere. 

Also set for a Jan. 25 re- 
lease is "Rambo," which 
will carry on Sylvester Stal- 
lone's now-legendary Ram- 
bo trilogy from the 1980s. 
In his latest adventure, John 
Rambo will attempt to en- 
ter Burma to rescue a miss- 
ing group of Christian aid 
workers. The most recent 
Rambo film prior to this 
one was "Rambo III," which 
was released in 1988. 



Upcoming on-campus events 



Tuesday 

High School Art Exhibition, 

Fine Arts Gallery, runs through Jan. 27 

Wednesday 

Video Game Tournament 

UC Gameroom, Boling University Center, 6:00 p.m., also 
Saturday, January 19, 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday 

SAC Deal or No Deal 

Watkins Auditorium, Boling University Center, 7:00 p.m. 

Friday 

College Art Day 

Fine Arts Gallery, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 



‘No Country’ takes hold and doesn’t let go 




David Hampton 
A&E Editor 

Imagine wandering 
through the countryside 
and coming across a few 
abandoned pickup trucks, 
several dead bodies, all 
shot to death, and a large 
briefcase overflowing with 
about $2 million in cash. 

Would you call the police, 
or would you be tempted to 
take the money and run? 

In "No Country for Old 
Men," the most recent film 
directed by brothers Joel 
and Ethan Coen, the central 
character is faced with just 
this predicament when he 
encounters what remains of 
a drug deal gone bad while 
on a hunting trip in the des- 
ert of southwest Texas. 

He chooses to try his luck 
by fleeing with the money. 

What follows is a nerve- 
racking journey as the 
hunter, played by Josh Bro- 
lin, attempts to avoid being 
found by the man seeking 
to reclaim the money, a 
cold-blooded, calculating 
hit man who displays chill- 
ingly few human qualities. 

This stalking villain, 
memorably and convinc- 
ingly portrayed by Javier 
Bardem, is such a cold and 
inhuman character that 
one may be reminded of 
Christian Bale's notorious 
performance in "American 



Psycho." 

The story 
comes to in- 
clude an ag- 
ing sheriff, 
portrayed by 
Tommy Lee 
Jones, who 
discovers the 
lurid crime 
scene and be- 
gins to piece 
together what 
took place and 
determine 
what is yet to 
come. 

While the 
above ele- 
ments are 
brewing to- 
gether, and 
as the tension 
rises, another 
hit man is 
hired to get to the lost mon- 
ey first, a Vietnam Special 
Forces veteran played by 
Woody Harrelson. 

The film is based on the 
Cormac McCarthy novel 
of the same title, and does 
not follow the cause-and- 
effect sequence of events 
typical of most action mov- 
ies. Rather, it progresses in 
a more non-linear fashion 
which makes the plot more 
engrossing and far less pre- 
dictable. 

While not a Western, the 
film does convey some of 
the feel one would associ- 



ate with the genre, such as 
the perceived lawlessness 
of western border towns 
and the gun-toting outlaws 
that frequent them, but in 
an exceptionally gritty and 
realistic style. 

In "No Country for Old 
Men" the arid South Texas 
atmosphere and the raw 
storytelling style combine 
to form an experience that 
will keep the viewer guess- 
ing and constantly vigil, 
in hopes to see how a few 
characters' fates will un- 
wind in an untamed and 
brutal expanse of country. 



Do you eat food? 



Are you literate? 

Write for A&E! 



pacer feature s@utm. edu 
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* Enroll anytime, from anywhere 

* Take up to nine months to finish 

* College courses in print or online 

* AO courses are instructor led 
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University Outreach 
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Dine-In, Delivery, & Carry Out 

Try our Unlimited Topping Pizza! 

Large only $9. 99 
Medium only $7.99 
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MacWorld Expo ‘08 poised 
to bring benefit to all 



This week marks the 
beginning of the Macworld 
Expo 2008 with the keynote 
speech from Apple founder 
Steve Jobs occurring in just 
a few short days. 

During his keynote. Jobs 
typically unveils some 
information concerning the 
happenings at Apple, Inc. 
which is well established 
as a highly secretive com- 
pany. 

The rumor mill is already 
churning in 
anticipation 
and a pleth- 
ora of ideas 
are floating 
around as to 
what will be 
unveiled at 
this week's 
expo. However, 
despite the fer- 
vor of fan boys 
there is a more 
substantial 
reason to be excited about 
Macworld 2008, Mac user 
or not. 

Apple typically is ahead 
of the curve when it comes 
to consumer electronics. 
Their debut of the iPod 
seven years ago marked a 
paradigm shift for digital 
music. Additionally, last 
year with the unveiling of 
the iPhone competitors in 
the wireless phone industry 
received a wake up call to 
hasten their innovation. 

In the capitalistic nation 
we live in consumers are 
key to innovation. When 
they are complacent and 
want nothing more than the 
status quo they receive little 
more from industry, and for 
a long time it seems as if 
consumers have been cry- 
ing our for a better product, 
any product. 

Now there will always 
be gadget hounds who will 
buy up any new product so 




Jon-Michael 
St. Amant 

Technology 

Columnist 



"No matter 
what it is that 
Jobs unveils at 
Macworld it is 
sure to send the 
electronics indus- 
try into a frenzy." 



long as it has a bit of buzz 
surrounding it. However, 
the average consumer will 
need a bit more motivation. 
This is how the game has 
ran for decades, but now, 
throwing a 
metaphori- 
cal spoke in 
the wheels of 
compliancy, 
Apple, Inc. has 
stepped up to 
give consum- 
ers exactly 
what they have 
been look- 
ing for all this 
time. They did 
it with MP3 
players and 
again with phones. Now, in 
2008, they are poised to do 
it again. 

No matter what it is that 
Jobs unveils at Macworld 
one thing is certain, it will 
send the electronics indus- 
try into a frenzy. 

With each major product 
from Apple comes a host 
of copy cats trying to ride 
the wave. In the end we, 
the consumers, are mostly 
benefiting. 

We get great new prod- 
ucts and gadgets even if 
we don't buy Apple. And 
when the benchmark is set 
high innovation starts its 
slow engine and churns 
out great new stuff for our 
enjoyment. 

So keep a close eye out for 
the next "big thing" from 
Apple, it is sure to bring 
more reward than you pre- 



viously thought. 



WEB SITE OF 
THE WEEK 



www.allmusic.com 



Charlie McIntosh 

Technology Editor 

Even though the Internet 
has cemented its position in 
modern culture as a valid 
breed of media, its reknown 
seems to also serves as its 
detractor. 

After the bursting of 
the first dot com bubble, 
simple search requests for 
basic information became a 
advertisement and pop-up 
riddled chore. 

As of today, search 
requests for something as 
simple as song lyrics or 
album information can 
lead browsers to a gauntlet 
of unwanted adware, spy- 
ware or even viruses. 

For this reason, know- 
ing the right places for the 
data you want is crucial 
for keeping a healthy and 
happy desktop. Whether 
you're wanting song lyrics, 
album reviews or simply 
information on your favor- 
ite band, Allmusic.com can 
give you the facts you want, 
free of charge and with no 
advertisement riddled has- 



sle involved. 

Allmusic.com features 
an extensive and expan- 
sive encyclopedia for every 
artist, band or musician to 
ever release a record, indie 
or major. Allmusic provides 
a service to music lovers 
across the globe. 

Say you've discovered a 
new band but have no clue 
who is in it and no clue what 
the name of their album is? 
Allmusic.com can provide 
you with extensive discog- 
raphies, a band biography, 
songtitles and reviews for 
the band you enjoy. 

In addition. Allmusic 
will list members of the 
band and show what other 
groups they've been a part 
of, what other albums the 
producer has worked with 
and a listing of similar 
artists that you may also 
enjoy. 

Allmusic can't give you 
music for free, but it cer- 
tainly points every music 
lover in the right direction. 

On the net: 

www.allmusic.com 




ilMgSg allmovie allgame 



National Intelligence pitches for sniffing out Web searches 



Charlie McIntosh 

Technology Editor 

The concept of "big 
brother" may be sinking 
its teeth a little bit deeper 
into the Web, as National 
Intelligence Director Mike 
McConnell pushes his plan 
for warrantless wiretaps on 
the Web. 

McConnell has been 
drafting a Cyber-Security 
Policy, which is still in 
development stages, that he 
hopes to have instilled for 
much closer surveillance of 
Internet activity. 

One of the objectives of 
this new plan is to monitor 
searches on engines such 
as Google and Yahoo, and 
also monitor email, instant 



messaging activity and 
file transfers by Net users 
across the nation. 

McConnell has been an 
advocate for computer net- 
work defense, a concept 
with no intelligence agency 
currently holding jurisdic- 
tion over. 

However, may feel that the 
infrastructure the tap into 
American's email accounts 
is already in place. 

According to Rawstory. 
com. Whistleblower Mark 
Klein said that a copy of all 
Internet traffic passing over 
AT&T lines was copied into 
a locked room at the compa- 
ny's San Francisco office, to 
which only employees with 
National Security Agency 
clearance had access. 



According to Klein, much 
of this sealed information 
was regarding all American 
citizens. This "secret room" 
was used to facilitate gov- 
ernment spying. 

"My job was to connect 
circuits into the splitter 
device which was hard- 
wired to the secret room," 
Klein, said "And effec- 
tively, the splitter copied 
the entire data stream of 
those Internet cables into 
the secret room — and 
we're talking about phone 
conversations, email web 
browsing, everything that 
goes across the Internet." 

McConnell's plan for 
Cyber monitoring comes 
as no surprise for many 
American web browsers 



who feel that privacy rights 
are being infringed upon 
via the Internet. For gov- 
ernment officials, however, 
many hold the belief that 
Internet monitoring's posi- 
tives outweigh its nega- 
tives. 

Mike McConnell believes 
that privacy and security 
are a "zero-sum game." A 
zero-sum game is one in 
which gains by one side 
come at the expense of the 
other. McConnell believes 
greater security can only 
come at privacy's expense. 



Google Search 



I'm Feeling Watched 





The Fabrik drives are the first 
portable drives to offer local backup 
software and online backup in one 
package. Capacities range from 
$119.99 (for 120GB) up to $229.99 
(for 320GB). 





The Mustek PF-i700 converges the 
digital photo frame with the iPod 
speaker dock to create a new device that 
lets you view digital images, movies and 
listen to music in an affordable package. 
The $129.99 device ships in March. 



The iTomado, developed by Data 
Drive, is designed to simplify the 
transfer of information from a PC 
to a Mac and vice versa. It comes 
out in March for $79.95. 




Taking on the iPod Shuffle, the Sansa 
Clip has 4GB of storage space for 
digital music files (4x the amount of 
the Shuffle), an FM radio and digital 
audio recorder. Starting at $79.99, it 
has a 15 hour rechargeable battery. 



Jada toys is releasing the Air Guitar 
Rocker. By attaching this mini- 
amplifier and belt buckle sensor that 
plays guitar riffs when you wave a 
plastic pick in front of the sensor. 

Pacer Graphic by Jennifer DeYeso 



PAYLOAD NOTICE 



The polymorphic mechanism responsible for all 

required cognitive processes within our database has 

recently discovered that a perpetual problem exists 

within the hivei that TO percent of students are less 

than capital and incapable of basic readingi writingi 

and processing skills- As a resultn an inquiry beacon 

has been triggered from our compound requesting the 

student body to prove the mother computer wrong- - - 
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Hoops’ hopes slide to OVC rival Morehead 





At left, UTM Skyhawk freshman Marquis Weddle of 
Union City jumps to get the shot against Morehead 
State University during a showdown Saturday, Jan. 
12, televised on ESPNU. UTM’s Lester Hudson led 
all scorers with 32 points in the game, followed by 
Weddle with 24 points and Gerald Robinson with 18 
points, though UTM lost 81-79 in the last second of the 
game. Above, A. J. Adams is attacked at the goal by a 
Morehead State player during the women’s contest, 
which the Skyhawks lost 70-46. Both Skyhawk teams 
face Austin Peay on Thursday, Jan. 17, in Clarksville, 
then head into matches with OVC arch rival Murray 
State on Saturday, Jan. 19. (University Relations/Trev- 
or Ruszkowski) 



Austin Peay 
next contest 
scheduled 
for Skyhawks 

UTM Athletic 
Communications 

A large local crowd, 
along with a national tele- 
vision audience, witnessed 
a close men's basketball 
game Saturday, Jan. 12, 
in the Kathleen and Tom 
Elam Center. 

Despite the coverage on 
ESPNU, and a hard-fought 
hoops contest, OVC rival 
Morehead State ruled the 
day with a last-second 
layup by Leon Buchanan 
to give the visitors an 81-79 
victory over UTM. 

The Skyhawks used a 15- 
6 run during the last 3:37 
of play to knot the game 
at 79-all. Gerald Robinson 
capped off the run when 
he hit two free throws with 
nine seconds left in the 
game. 

UTM led 39-37 at the 
half, but Morehead State 
staged a comeback with 
Kenneth Faried who scored 
14 points and pulled down 
nine rebounds in the con- 
test. Morehead State also 
improved its shooting in 
the second half. The Eagles 
shot 30 percent from 3-point 
range in the first half and 
then turned up the heat in 
the second half by shoot- 
ing a blistering 57.1 percent 
from behind the arc. 

The Eagles hit 7-of-17 3- 
pointers. Maze Stallworth 
led the Eagles with 20 
points, while Buchanan 
knocked down 18 points, 
including 8-of-8 free 
throws. In addition to the 
game winner, Buchanan 
scored the Eagles last six 
points of the game. 

UTM's Lester Hudson led 
all scorers with 32 points 
and seven rebounds. 
Freshman Marquis Weddle 
from Union City scored 24 
points and Robinson added 
18 points. 

Weddle scored 15 points 
in the first half and hit three 
3-pointers. Hudson was 8- 
of-17 from the field and 5-10 
from 3-point range. He also 
hit ll-of-13 free throws. 
Hudson scored 13 of his 
game-high 32 points in the 



final 3:23 of the game. 

Morehead State took 
advantage of 16 UTM turn- 
overs and outscored the 
hosts 24-17 on points off 
turnovers. Morehead State 
also out-rebounded UTM 
34-30. Buchanan added 10 
rebounds to his 18 points 
for a double-double. 

With the loss, UTM falls 
to 8-10 on the year and 4-4 
in the OVC standings. The 
loss ended a three-game 
winning streak and also 
left the Skyhawks a game 
below .500. 

Morehead State has now 
won both meetings against 
UTM this season and 
improves to 6-9 on the year 
and 4-4 in the league. 

UTM returns to action 
Thursday, Jan. 17, when it 



plays at Austin Peay. The 
Skyhawks will return 
to the Kathleen and Tom 
Elam Center Saturday, Jan. 
19, when they host arch- 
rival Murray State. Tipoff is 
set for 6 p.m. 

In women's hoops action 
on Saturday, UTM's strug- 
gling Skyhawks fell to 
Morehead State 70-46, 
aided by 25 points from 
State's Tarah Combs on 
seven three-pointers. 

Combs' 25 points and 
the Eagles' 29 points off 
14 Skyhawk turnovers was 
enough to lift Morehead 
State to an even record in 
OVC play at 4-4. It also 
lifted the Eagles' overall 
record to 6-10 on the year, 
while dropping UTM's 
overall mark to 4-13 and 



1-6 in league play. 

Phyllisha Mitchell's 20 
points led the Skyhawks, 
with nine of those com- 
ing from the charity stripe. 
Mitchell was 9-of-10 at the 
line and during the past 
two games is a combined 
24-of-26, including a stretch 
of 16 consecutive makes. 

Mitchell opened the 
game's scoring with her 
first two free throws before 
Morehead State answered 
with a jumper from Combs. 
The Eagles were able to take 
their first lead of the game 
on a Brandi Rayburn three- 
pointer at the 15:20 mark, 
before Mitchell knocked 
down two more free throws 
to bring the game back to 
only a one-point deficit. 

Victoria Carlile drained a 



three-point bucket the next 
time down the floor, giving 
the Skyhawks a 9-7 lead 
with 14:34 remaining, but 
it would be the last lead of 
the night for UTM. 

Morehead State then went 
on a 10-0 run, including five 
consecutive points from 
Anitha Smith-Williams dur- 
ing the next five minutes. 
The Eagles were then able 
to push their lead to 17 at 
the halftime break, in large 
part because of Combs' 
four first-half treys. 

In the second half, UTM 
was able to cut the lead to 
13 on a Carlile three-point- 
er from the top of the key 
at the 16:33 mark. That was 
as close as the Skyhawks 
would come, though, as 
Morehead State was able to 
push its lead to as many as 
26 in the second half. 

"We weren't very good 



today and didn't play with 
very much heart," said 
Skyhawk head coach Tara 
Tansil. 

"Before we can go to 
Austin Peay and compete 
we have to find a way to 
play with more heart and 
be ready to go when we get 
on the court." 

The Skyhawks will next 
face Austin Peay Thursday 
when they travel to the 
Dunn Center in Clarksville, 
Tenn. Last season, the 
Lady Govs and Skyhawks 
split their series with both 
teams winning on their 
home court. The game in 
Clarksville saw Austin Peay 
connect on a late jumper to 
win. 

Tip-off is set for 5:15 p.m. 
and all the action can be 
heard on the Skyhawk 
Radio Network at Mix 
101.3. 



Hudson named co-player of week 



UTM Athletic Communications 

UTM's Lester Hudson was named the OVC's Co- 
Player of the Week for his efforts last week against 
Tennessee State, Eastern Illinois and Morehead 
State. 

Hudson shared the weekly honor with Murray 
State's Bruce Carter. 

Hudson, the nation's No. 2 scorer, earned Player of 
the Week honors for the third time this season after 
helping UTM to a 2-1 record last week. 

Hudson averaged 29.3 points, 7.7 rebounds, 3.7 as- 
sists and 2.7 steals per week in road wins over Ten- 
nessee State and Eastern Illinois and a last-second 
home loss to Morehead State. 

Hudson scored 27 points in the win over TSU, in- 
cluding hitting two free throws with 1.7 seconds left 
to cap a dramatic two-point come-from-behind vic- 
tory. 

He added 29 points and 10 rebounds at EIU (net- 
ting his fifth double-double of the season), including 
two free throws in the final minute of play, as the 
Skyhawks won in Charleston for the first time since 
the 2002 season. 

Hudson scored 32 points against Morehead State 
(his eighth 30-plus-point game of the season), with 
13 of those points coming in the final 3:23 of the 
game. 

Carter averaged 24 points, five rebounds and one 
steal per game last week as he led Murray State to 
victories over the top two teams in the OVC stand- 
ings. Carter hit 55.8 percent (19-of-34) from the field 
and 50 percent (6-of-12) from 3-point range in a 79-51 
road win over Southeast Missouri and 82-70 home- 
court victory over Austin Peay. 

Carter scored 26 points against the Governors, just 
two shy of his career-high. He added 22 in the win 
over Southeast Missouri. 




UTM men’s basketball standout Lester Hudson 
goes for the points. Hudson has been named 
OVC Co-Player of the Week for his efforts agai nst 
Tennessee State, Eastern Illinois and Morehead 
State in recent games. The Skyhawks will face 
Austin Peay State University on the road this 
week and return home to face arch rival Murray 
State University on Saturday. (University Rela- 
tions/Trevor Ruszkowski) 



Equestrian team adds match against Murray 

The UTM women's equestrian team has added a head-to-head match 
against Murray State to its spring competition schedule. The Skyhawks 
will host the Racers at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 6, at the Ned R. Mc- 
Wherter Agricultural Pavilion Wednesday. Admission is free. "We are 
excited to host Murray State," says second-year head coach Meghan 
Cunningham Corvin. "Murray currently competes in the IHSA but is 
interested in experiencing the head-to-head format. We are thrilled to 
introduce this format and have them compete." The Skyhawks, cur- 
rently 0-3, will be looking for their first win of the 2007-2008 season 
against the Racers. UTM travels to Fresno, Calif, to participate in the 
Best of the West tournament Feb. 16-17. 

Linebacker earns All-American mention 

UTM linebacker Josh Yarbrough has been named an honorable men- 
tion All-American by The Sports Network, which recently released its 
Football Championship Subdivision All-American teams. Yarbrough, 
a senior Business major from Oakdale, Calif., played and started in 
11 games and led the Skyhawks with 91 total tackles (36 solo and 55 
assisted tackles). He had 5.5 tackles for a loss and seven quarterback 
hurries. He recorded double-digit tackles in three games this past sea- 
son. He had 11 tackles at Central Arkansas; 13 at Austin Peay and 15 at 
Eastern Illinois. Yarbrough was also named to the 2007 All-Ohio Val- 
ley Conference first team defense. The Skyhawks finished their 2007 
season with a 4-4 OVC record. 

Baseball coach honored for years of service 

UT Martin head baseball coach Bubba Cates received the Ameri- 
can Baseball Coaches Association 25-year Coaching Award Saturday, 
Jan. 5, at the ABCA Convention in Philadelphia. "This is a wonder- 
ful achievement; not only in terms of years and success, but also the 
fact that Cates has served hundreds of young people during that time 
and they are better because of his efforts," said Dave Keilitz, executive 
director of the ABCA. Cates enters his 10th year as the head coach at 
UTM. Cates has led the Skyhawks to two 20-win seasons since 1999 
and more than 125 victories. Before coming to UTM, Cates served as 
head coach at Jackson State Community College. He developed the 
Generals into a nationally ranked program. 

All information courtesy UTM Athletic Communications. 






DISCOUNT COLLEGE TEXTBOOKS 

118 Hurt St. • 587-1986 



ON TEXT BOOKS, PERIOD!!! 

¥ Hassle Free! 

-Just bring in your class schedule! 

* Flexible Hours 

- Special hours for your convenience 

4 Great location 

- On campus, beside Next Door Records 

Special Hours: 

January 14th - 18th 
Monday - Friday 8am to 7pm 

Regular Store Hours: 

Monday - Friday 10am to 6pm 

(Closed Saturday and Sunday) 
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